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In the past months, we have seen a rise in anti-racism protests and movements across the globe. However, there is 

nothing recent about the roots of systemic racism that were planted in our institutions centuries ago. Through 

targeted and conscious action by both the United States and European Union, this racism can be removed, root and 

branch.  

 

Addressing these issues has long been a priority of mine, as a Member of the House of Representatives, as a United 

States Senator, and now as Special Representative on Anti-Semitism, Racism, and Intolerance for the OSCE 

Parliamentary Assembly.  When we advance racial justice and civil rights, we strengthen the foundations upon which 

our democracies were established. 

 

My state of Maryland has had numerous protests in response to the tragic police killing of George Floyd, Freddie 

Gray and other African-American members of our community.   Black Lives Matter.  George Floyd’s life mattered.  

And Freddie Gray’s life and the countless lives of black women in this country and abroad who senselessly lost their 

lives mattered.   

 

In response, I have called for a federal civil rights investigation into the killing of George Floyd and introduced 

legislation to end systemic racism in policing and the criminal justice system. I also support the House led Justice in 

Policing Act to combat police misconduct, excessive force, and racial bias in policing. In my commitment to 

addressing systemic racism and inequality wherever it is present, I have also introduced legislation to address racial 

disparities in COVID-19 cases and to restore voting rights to those who have served their prison time and been 

released from incarceration.  Additionally, in 2016 the Senate Foreign Relations Committee adopted provisions I 

drafted calling for a Joint Action Plan with Europe to address shared issues of prejudice and discrimination on both 

sides of the Atlantic. 

 

I welcome this Joint Meeting as an opportunity to consider and build upon these initiatives in the context of the 

United States’ Helsinki commitments and the European Parliament resolution on racism and systemic discrimination 

affecting persons of African descent. I have seen the extraordinary difference it can make when public leaders 

acknowledge past injustices, work to heal and repair the past, and build safe and inclusive societies. Addressing these 

issues has been an important part of the Helsinki Commission’s work and we hope to continue it in partnership with 

the European Union and its member states. 

 

Our country is not alone in confronting these issues and I look forward to working with the European Parliament 

and our friends and allies facing similar challenges to ensure racial justice and ensure the protection of rights for all. 


